Growth & Stewardship
“Cutting Corners”
Lately the national financial news has been scary.  The cost of almost everything is going up faster than at any time in recent memory.  Not only does this affect our personal finances, it has a big impact on all of our church activities and programs.  There is no doubt that the needs in all areas of the church program are increasing.  So what are our options?  First we can rely on the Session, church committees and church staff to be good stewards of the resources available.  But unless we give more, they will be faced with doing more with less.  Inevitably that will lead to “cutting corners”.
In every profession there is a point where you start “cutting corners” to get the job done and the quality of everything you do starts to decline.  For a church a decline in programs and mission means fewer people served.  If church income declines it becomes even harder for the church to afford the staff and resources needed to maintain existing ministries much less any new ministries!  In a church as it is in business or in most everything else, there is no such thing as maintaining the status quo.  You either grow or you decline; there is no middle ground.
Our congregation responds to our relationship with Jesus Christ by growing in our personal faith, uniting in love as a family of faith and reaching out in service to others.  So what can we do for our church to grow in faith in the coming year?  Instead of “cutting corners”, we need to give more so the church can pursue new programs and ideas that will fulfill our vision and mission.  In fact, in the last year we’ve taken some significant steps.  Some of these initiatives are:

· [List the positive things your church has done in the last year to change and grow.  Even small things add up over time, so don’t leave anything off of the list.]
Stewardship is about making choices, as individuals and in community.  It is more than giving money to the church.  Stewardship is about being faithful disciples, caring for and managing all that God has given us.

Stewardship is not just one part of Christian discipleship; it involves every aspect of life in all the stages of life.  Stewardship is the grateful response to God's grace and goodness.  It requires a consideration of how our choices affect us and others, of how we can be good caretakers of the created world, and of how we can best serve God as disciples of Christ.

In the coming weeks you will be hearing more about fulfilling the vision.  Do you want the church to be “cutting corners” or reaching out in love and service to others?  On November 9th you will be asked to make a financial commitment to next year’s church budget.  Don’t look for ways to “cut corners” and avoid growth but instead look for ways to promote it!  That’s the only way to achieve our vision and it’s just good stewardship!
[Sign the names of the Stewardship Person or Committee here]
