CHILDREN’S STEWARDSHIP SERMONS

#1   Provide a glass candy dish and a large unopened bag of M & M’s.   As the children gather, greet them and open the M & M’s and loudly pour them into the dish.  Don’t say anything about the candy.  Simply begin to talk to the children about how important you think it is to share.  Go  on and on about this while popping the M & M’s into your mouth and loudly eating them.  You might stop at one point and say “Gosh, chocolate candy is good, isn’t it?” then go right back to talking about sharing.  The children will squirm for a while and usually one will say something like “But you aren’t sharing.”  If they are too polite to do that, after a time you can with surprise come to the realization yourself.  Remind the children that sharing isn’t just something we talk about; it is something we must do.  Offer them some candy and close with a prayer, such as, “Dear God, help me to share.  Amen” (Ms. Bonnie DeLong, First Pres, Littleton, CO.)

#2    (Example used with The Widow’s Mite scripture, Mark 12:38-44).   As the children gather, greet them and show them an apple.   Ask them what it is and where it comes from.  Ask them what you do with it.  Let them respond.   They will probably focus on ways to eat it.  One may come up with planting the seeds to grow more apples.  If not, suggest that possibility to them.  Tell them that apples are a lot like money.  We don’t make pies from money, but if we eat all the apples and don’t plant any of the seed, we will soon run out of apples.  If we spend all our money on things we want for ourselves and don’t invest in things we care about, we will soon be out of money and the things we care about will be neglected.  Ask the children what things, other than things for themselves, would they like to invest their money in?  Let them answer.  If no one suggests it, fill in answers with feeding hungry people, supporting the church and its mission.  Tell the story of the widow and how she invested in what was important to her.  “Dear God, help us to invest in what is important to you. Amen.”  (Dr. Wesley T. Runk, in Standing Up For Jesus.)

#3   Provide a large jar filled with cooking oil and water.  Be sure the lid is tightly closed.  As the children gather, greet them and show them the jar.  Ask them to identify what is in the jar.   Tell them that it is a jar filled with oil and water.  Ask them to watch what happens when the jar is shaken.  It all goes together, doesn’t it?  But look in just a few seconds and the oil and water will separate again.  Why is that?  We know that some things in this world just don’t mix.  Oil and water will never go together.  And selfishness and the reign of God will never go together.  Tell the story of Jesus and the young man who could not give up his possessions to be with Jesus.  We can be grateful for this story because it teaches us that we can make a different choice from the one the young man made.  Give each child a coin and ask them sometime during the week to give it to someone or something that they believe needs it.  “Dear God, help us to follow you.  Amen. (Eugenia Gamble)

#4    Fill a large fruit jar with small change.  Ask the children to look at the jar and think of all the things they might buy with that money.  Invite a child to reach into the jar and grab as much money as possible.  (Since the sizes of children’s hands vary, you will need to enlist the help of a particular child prior to worship so that you can practice.  When the child grabs the money, his or her hand will get stuck in the jar.  The children will immediately see that the only way to get the hand out of the jar is to let go of the money.  The only way to get the money out of the jar is to pour it out.  Talk with them about what it means to let go and pour out.   “Dear God, help me to give all for you.   Amen.”  (Eugenia Gamble)

