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Be sure to pick up your pledge card on the way out of church today.  





These past four weeks you've heard from various members of the congregation about how they feel connected to Northminster.  You may have experienced this warmth yourself—it's what makes us a community that's welcoming, that can reach out to the city of Ames and draw in people with a spiritual hunger.  You never know who might be watching you at work or where you live and thinking, "Wow, she really acts like a Christian every day, not just on Sundays" or "Hmm, I wonder what church he goes to— it seems like he enjoys it."  





Part of what binds us together as a community is that everyone contributes, giving what they can in terms of time and money.  Over the next week, please consider what you can pledge for 2007. 











Larry Jahn





What does Northminster mean to you?








Stewardship Campaign 2006





Ephesians 1:5








I like singing in Sunday School. We build things with partners, like Jesus at the well with Legos.





I remember bringing my bike to church for the Bike-a-thon. It was fun—riding. We raised money for people who were poor.





Brad Johnson














He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according to the good pleasure of his will.  





Love is a subject that is spoken of often in the Bible.  The word seems to have many meanings.  Some of the references are very well known, others are obscure and hard, for me, (clearly no Biblical scholar) to understand.





When Carol and I were married at Reiman Gardens one beautiful September day, we chose a bible passage for the ceremony that many celebrants choose.  It was Paul’s beautiful image of love in 1 Corinthians 13:4-8, "Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. Love never ends."  





Another favorite bible passage on the subject of love—God’s love for us—is found in John 3:16, “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.” I understand that Martin Luther once said that this passage contained the whole Bible in a nutshell.





Since becoming members of Northminster Presbyterian Church about 6 years ago we have experienced God’s love and the love of this congregation many times.  Earlier this year Carol’s mother’s long illness and death were followed very quickly by the unexpected death of my own mother.  Amid the grief over their deaths we were comforted by the belief that they were at home with God.  We were also comforted by the many prayers and expressions of sympathy from the members of our NPC family.  To me, NPC means love—a place to feel the love of God and a place to experience the love of our fellow members. 				





A New Era





A Personal Story















































