On Commitment Sunday we will be asking you to make a financial commitment to our church for the next year.  We are thankful for all that you have given in the past.  We have used your gifts to maintain our church facilities, worship God, pay staff salaries, fund our church programs and support mission programs.

In many ways, financial support for the church has not changed in the last 2000 years.  When Jesus was teaching and preaching, the Jews supported the Temple by putting money in several boxes, each with a special purpose.  There was a box for repairs and maintenance to the temple, a box to pay for candles used during worship, a box to provide for education and a “pushke” or "ḳuppah” charity box to provide no interest loans, clothing and food for the poor.  One special box was marked "a gift in secret"; (14 A gift given in secret soothes anger… Proverbs 21), in which large sums were placed by anonymous donors.  All of this would have been familiar to Jesus and his disciples when he told them of the Widow’s Offering.C:\Documents and Settings\Neal Leeper\My Documents\My Webs\Stewardship\index.htm - ?artid=371&letter=C
The Widow's Offering – Mark 12: 41–44
41 Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts.  42But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a fraction of a penny.  43Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, "I tell you the truth, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others.  44They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on."

Jesus was not oblivious to need for financial support for the church.  In fact, he watched as people made their offerings in the Temple.  Now, just as then, we are all called by faith to give, regardless of our wealth or position in the community or church.  That’s pointed out in the Widow’s offering.  Jesus didn’t say the widow shouldn’t give because she had so little or that the church didn’t need her financial support.  He made the point that everyone gives to God’s kingdom, and everyone should give in the same spirit and devotion as the widow.

God, the Giver of all blessings, claims a share of all that we have as the actual owner of the land, claims portions of our produce for the fatherless and the widow, the Levite and the stranger. 10 Give generously to him and do so without a grudging heart; then because of this the LORD your God will bless you in all your work and in everything you put your hand to. 11 There will always be poor people in the land. Therefore I command you to be openhanded toward your brothers and toward the poor and needy in your land. (Deuteronomy 15)
In the coming weeks we will be talking about our financial commitment during worship with “Stewardship Statements” from members of nearby Presbyterian churches.  During worship on Commitment Sunday, we will be asking everyone to bring their 2008 estimate of financial commitment to our church forward during the service, just as Jesus watched members of the synagogue give their gifts in the Temple.

We hope to see you in worship between now and then to hear and share the Good News that Jesus proclaimed to his Father’s world.
Yours in Christ,
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