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FUND RAISING AS A FORM OF MINISTRY

The work to which God has called us in our individual churches is the support of the ministries and missions of the local congregation.    Henri Nouwen in his pamphlet, The Spirituality of Fundraising, (http://www.henrinouwen.org/home/booklet/), says he moved from thinking of “fund-raising as an unpleasant but unavoidable activity to recognizing it as a life-giving, hope filled expression of ministry.”  

“As a form of ministry, fund-raising is as spiritual as giving a sermon, entering a time of prayer, visiting the sick, or feeding the hungry.”    “We are declaring, ‘We have a vision that is amazing and exciting.  We are inviting you to invest yourself through the resources that God has given you—your energy, your prayers, and your money—in this work to which God has called us.’”

“Fundraising is also always a call to conversion” to both those who seek funds and those who have funds.   It is a way of inviting people into a new way of relating to their resources.    The Apostle Paul said it this way “You will be enriched in every way for your great generosity. . .” (II Cor. 9:11)  We are in essence telling people, “You won’t become poorer; you will become richer by giving.”
Talking about money is one of the great taboos in our society because “money has something to do with that intimate place in our heart where we need security.”  Our culture pressures us to secure our own future and to control our own lives as much as possible.    Yet, self security is not a value that is supported in the Bible.   The church in its fund-raising education has the potential to set people free, holding up the security base of God and God’s Kingdom rather than mammon.

Asking people for money is giving them the opportunity to put their resources at the disposal of the Kingdom, a chance to invest what they have in the work of God.   It is our hope and prayer that this “Stewardship in a Box” resource will help you in this ministry to which you have been called.
We welcome any of your questions or dialogue.
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