“STEWARDSHIP-IN-A-BOX”

2007-2008

TO:  Local Church Stewardship Leaders

We are so pleased that you have accepted this ministry of Fund Raising in your church and know that you will be blessed for your efforts.    We know that your church too will be blessed.   

Materials contained in Stewardship-in-a Box can be used to compliment an already existing financial stewardship plan or they can be used to initiate one.   A basic annual fund raising campaign is outlined.  We want you to pick and choose whatever is appropriate for your church situation.  

There are many methods for fundraising and we hope you will review those in The Stewardship Manual available to you for $5 from the Presbytery office (800-383-3617)—or perhaps your church already owns a copy.    If it is not your practice to ask members for Estimates of Giving Pledges, we encourage you to consider it.    Sources show that those who write their financial commitments on paper, on average, give twice as much as people who do not write their intentions on paper.    Further, people whose churches repeatedly raise the question, “What percentage of your income is God calling you to give?” (as opposed to “What do we need to meet the budget?”) contribute three times more dollars per year than people whose churches only take offerings.

More important than the dollar amount given is the opportunity to enter into a three way covenant between the individual, the church and God—a covenant which encompasses all of the ways we use and relate to our money.     God is an intimate part of all that.    Jesus said, “Where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”   It is this spiritual relationship with God and money that we wish to nurture in church stewardship.    

When your annual fund raising campaign is concluded, we would like you to complete the Follow up Report Form at the end of this “Box” and mail it to the Presbytery Office with your pledge campaign results, comments and feedback.    We hope to improve the way we can help each other.

May God Bless your annual campaign!
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