NARRATIVE BUDGET

Our church has previously used a line item budget when reporting its finances to its membership. Many of us, however, are confused by such a budget which, even though we may study it, still leaves us with no clear picture of how the church's spending carries out God's work. This year we are presenting a narrative budget which we feel will do a better job of showing how your financial giving is used and what is being done with the money. The focus is shifted from the numbers to what is being accomplished.

We believe that our budget addresses real needs in the lives of people. Your gifts and involvement are significant in meeting those needs. We thank you for your continuing support.

WORSHIP $21,000

Our church celebrates the strength of its worship. In worship we gather as a community of faith where we celebrate God's presence and respond to God's call to service in our world.

This area of ministry includes:

Ministry personnel leadership in worship and preaching

Choir and music * Sunday bulletins

Funerals * Weddings

Baptisms * Special services

Scripture readers * Ushers and Greeters

Worship resources

CHRISTIAN DEVELOPMENT $10,000

Through Christian nurture, each one of us grows in our knowledge of what it means to be the people of God in our world. We provide education for children and youth, preschool to Grade 8 at Church School each Sunday. A baby nursery is available for babies and toddlers up to age 2.

Weekly youth group gatherings encourage teenagers to spend time together here.

Adult study and reflection happens throughout the year through Bible study, women's gatherings and men's breakfasts. In our adult gatherings, we seek to keep present the mystery of God's presence in our lives as we explore, question and talk together. There are special classes throughout the year for adults who want to become members, reaffirming their baptismal vows; for parents who want to have their children baptized, and for teenagers who want to re-affirm their baptismal vows for themselves at this time in their lives.

This area of ministry includes:

Church School curriculum and children and youth programming

Bible study, discussion groups

Adult membership classes

Baptism orientation classes

Teen confirmation classes

Sponsorship of Scouting

PASTORAL CARE $ 15,000

We offer ongoing care and support to all members and friends of our congregation. We respond to individuals in times of crisis such as illness or bereavement. We keep in touch with members who are housebound or who now live in seniors residences and can no longer come out to church. We gather together for socials and meals together. Our minister and our volunteer visitors want to make this church a caring community where each person is able to feel the love of God being shared with one another.

This area of ministry includes:

Visits to hospitals and seniors’ residences

Premarital and marital counseling

Bereavement counseling

New member visits

Potluck suppers and a variety of social gatherings

Newsletter distribution to all families

MISSION 4 SERVICE/ OUTREACH $15,000

As a people of God, we are called to work in the world around us. We provide time and money for the work of the church beyond our church walls. This work takes place in our community, in our country and in countries all around the world. We also support the work of the united church through presbytery and synod and General Assembly assessments.

This area of ministry includes:

Support for presbytery and the wider church work

Special offerings such as One Great Hour of Sharing.

Local initiatives for justice and care for the earth

Special projects

