Our scripture reading on Sunday was Mark 12: 41-44…..

41 Jesus sat down opposite the place where the offerings were put and watched the crowd putting their money into the temple treasury. Many rich people threw in large amounts.  42But a poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, worth only a fraction of a penny.  43Calling his disciples to him, Jesus said, "I tell you the truth, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the others.  44They all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her poverty, put in everything—all she had to live on."

This scripture is a challenge for all of us.  The example of the poor widow is one that is hard to match.  It is a reminder that we are all called to serve and support God’s work with our prayers, our participation in worship and service, and our financial pledge.
Our goal this year is to have our all of our members make a financial pledge of support to our church’s programs and mission.  As Jesus told his disciples, it wasn’t the amount but the spirit of the giver that was important.  There are spiritual benefits in pledging for the giver and the church, and pledging validates your membership in the church.  Whether you are a new member or someone who has been a member of our church for many years, we need your pledge for our program and mission to be successful.

All giving – of ourselves and our time and our financial resources – is in response to God’s goodness and generosity.  God gives and we respond.  We spend our lives learning, growing in our faith and offering ourselves to God’s glory.  As stewards, our time, talents and financial resources are holy gifts offered to God as symbols of our covenant of love with Jesus Christ, made in response to our understanding of Christ’s great love that was offered first for us.
We are asking for your generous support for our church with your pledge.  An “Estimate of Giving” card is enclosed for you to complete and return to the Church Office or put in the Sunday offering.  Please pray about your decision and give in response to God’s gift to us all.

Yours in Christ,

2008 STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE
