Pledge letter - For use with individuals who don’t have a strong commitment to pledging.

Friends – 

Would you be willing to embody the same gifts as the widow in Mark12:38-44?  Few of us would be as ready and willing to do so, especially in today’s society, where needs are many and resources seem so few.  Who is this woman?  We know her as the widow who gave two, small copper coins.  We know her as the woman who gave all she had and was only worth about a penny.  And we know her as a woman who gave all that she had with a faith-filled and humble heart.  What we don’t know is her name and what happened next in the story.  Mark doesn’t help us fill in the answers to these particular questions.
What the story does share is the faithful journey of one person whose decisions reflected the core of what is important to her and, through her actions, she shows what it means to truly give from the heart.  Many of us grew up singing the hymn, I Surrender All, but most of us are hesitant to even surrender some.   We live in a world that says we shouldn’t surrender anything or be generous.  The widow’s actions were “against the grain” by any society’s standards.  But the world isn’t where we find a place of hope, speaking to us and encouraging us to grow and deepen our relationships, both with each other and also with God.  We find this calling in the church.
The church is the place where we find our center in the stories and ministry and persons of Jesus Christ.  The church is also the local place where we return for strength and to have our faith nourished.  But it can’t happen without committed and connected Christians working together for the sake of the Gospel.  Like a jigsaw puzzle, the picture cannot be complete until every single piece is connected.  Without every person in the church connected and linked, the church will not be connected to each other nor able to respond to the needs of the community, nation or world.  

What is essential to every jigsaw puzzle is each and every piece.  Not the number of pieces or the picture that is created at the end.  Each church is unique and has its own picture to share but, as the family of God, what is essential is that we are connected.  

Please prayerfully consider your part in this puzzle – of faith, of ministry, of life lived in community and respond as your heart is led.  It’s not about how much you give but that you respond in gratitude to God for the many and marvelous gifts that we are given.  

What will happen next to this congregation?  We do have an opportunity to know and be an important piece of this story.  The widow may have given her gift quietly but did so with the faith to move mountains and we continue to celebrate her journey of faith.  We, too, might prefer to give our gift quietly.  But however we choose to share our gifts, the important part is that we come forward, giving thanks for each piece of the puzzle and giving thanks for Jesus Christ and the ministry of this church in the world.  

Please join us in making a pledge today.  

Shalom, 

The Stewardship Committee

