Stewardship Minute
George and Jan Beran

Northminster Presbyterian Church – Ames


Former Missionaries Philippines

Initiators of “The Congo Project”
“Give until it hurts” is something we have all heard.  Is that really true when it comes to giving to the church?  We think it’s more accurate to “Give until it feels good.”   We have experienced that giving brings joy.

God gave His Son for us, the ultimate gift of love.  We know God continues to give each day.  So we give in the church in response to God’s ultimate gift and God’s daily gifts.

When we plan our giving, we consider a tithe or a tenth as minimum.  That hasn’t always been easy.   When George was in graduate school with a small graduate assistantship and we had two very young children we lived very simply.   Recognizing that all we have comes from God we always practiced tithing.   One year we didn’t have enough for Christmas gifts but to my surprise George gave us gifts.  He donated blood so we had some money to buy gifts!

In Jan’s home church giving to others was a priority; the church kept 50% for its own expenses and 50% was given to mission.  What a testimony to us children.  We support giving to Northminster and to the larger church because we have experienced the 

PC(USA) to be accountable.  Television pleas with starving children and heart tugging letters urge us to give.  But we have observed that many other agencies do not always have the same long term accountability.  We know that the Presbyterian Church is a good steward.  And we find that giving to the church is something that brings great joy!  A verse that guides us is I John 3:17 “If a rich person sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against his brother, how can he claim he loves God?”
