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Some years ago, I had the great opportunity of spending a short time with missionaries in Ethiopia and in Sudan.  The old United Presbyterian mission station at Dembe Dollo in Ethiopia is located in a remote mountainous undeveloped area.  I stayed there for a few days to witness the day-to-day lives and work of our missionary, teachers, nurses and carpenter-mechanic.  The only method of transportation was on foot, with 4-wheel-drive vehicle, or small aircraft.   My transportation from Addis Abba, Ethiopia was an eight hour bus ride and then an early morning short flight over the mountains in a small Cessna airplane piloted by the “Mission Aviation Fellowship.”  This was my first experience with MAF and I am eager to tell you how it still supports our missionaries today.

Last Sunday there was a presentation by the Berans on our proposed Congo mission project.   Congo is one of the African countries serviced by MAF.  Its purpose is to multiply the effectiveness of the Church using aviation to overcome barriers in reaching the world for Christ.  Their pilots are trained to fly in the remote areas of Africa, Asia and Latin America.  The planes transport missionaries and families for work assignments; provide medical supplies, doctors and nurses to field hospitals; and bring in special food products for hungry children.  In my visit, we transported a rototiller that would level mounds of soil at airports nearby Dembe Dollo.

Not many of us can be an MAF bush pilot or go to remote areas of the world, but we can consider support for mission organizations such as MAF.  Their website (www.maf.org) provides information on how we can help them provide assistance to Christ’s followers in the Congo and around the world.

