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In this Stewardship Minute, I want to share some personal experiences with tithing.  (For some reason, tithing hasn’t gotten much “press” lately.)  I grew up in St Louis, Missouri where my mother, dad, sister and I were members of the Brandt Memorial Presbyterian Church, and my mother was the pianist for many years.

Young people at Brant Memorial and many other churches were members of an interdenominational organization known as “Christian Endeavor” or CE.  CE groups met in their own churches, usually on Sunday evening, but every so often there would be a large CE Rally for youth from churches throughout the St Louis area.

It was at such a Rally that “tithing” grabbed my attention when Walter Schucardt, a well-known South St Louis baker and very successful Christian businessman challenged us to tithe.  Any new thither who’s carefully kept financial record showed a loss would be reimbursed by Walter Schucardt.

In retrospect, God’s Promise, backed up by Walter Schucardt seems a little weird, but it sure stuck in my mind.

I don’t know how many takers Walter had that day, but I was not one.  Giving God 10% “off the top” rather than whatever was left over, was a scary proposition of someone in his first full-time job out of High School.
My wife and I will have been members of First Presbyterian Church in Cedar Falls for over 50 years now, and maybe because of Walter Schucardt’s challenge, tithing has become as natural as breathing.

Malachi 3:10 describes tithing as follows:  “Bring all the tithes into the storehouse so there will be enough food in my Temple.  If you do, says the Lord God Almighty, I will open the windows of heaven for you.  I will pour out a blessing so great you won’t have room to take it in.”  Try it.  Let God prove it to you.

I am constantly reminded of how well tithing works, even without Walter Schucardt’s guarantee.
