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In April 1990, I moved from an ISU extension field office in Waterloo to Curtiss Hall on the ISU campus to coordinate a program that provided outreach service to highly stressed farm families in rural Iowa.  At the same time Pat was starting a new job with an insurance agent in Story City.   We had lived in Cedar Falls for three years but had never felt a close tie with the community or with our Church during that time.  Prior to that we had lived in Dubuque for twelve years and had a very difficult time leaving the community and our small but mighty Church family there.   We felt that Ames would become our permanent home and wanted to be sure we found a church that felt right as well.  We spent several months visiting the Protestant congregations in Ames and hadn’t yet found “the right one.”

One Sunday night we visited Northminster Presbyterian Church and quickly knew it was the right one for us even though the sanctuary and gathering space were small and the metal chairs weren’t all that comfortable.  Everyone made us feel welcome.  This is a reminder to me that the church facility and its furnishings do not make the difference.   God’s people are the Church and simply gather in a place to do His work.   Northminster is now blessed with a beautiful and serviceable worship space and continues to have gifted and talented people making up the Church family.

As we at Northminster embark on this “new era” we’re not sure what God has in store for us.  But we can be confident in His grace, goodness and guidance as we shepherd the financial and human resources to do His work in Ames and in the world.

