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Most of us don’t like talking about our own giving.   How we give reveals much about us.    We feel insecure about how others will judge us.  We fear our giving level may incriminate us.   It may sound like we are stingy or it can sound like bragging.   I have been taught that giving is a private matter—something to be known only between me and God; it should be done in secret.   

Money is a very intimate part of our discipleship journey.   How we relate to our money is a spiritual matter.   We want to help other people relate to their money in a healthy way.     We can’t ask others to give unless we are doing it ourselves.   .    

Let’s face it.  The time has come to take money talk out of the closet.  Leaders need to model giving and openly talk about it.     If we do not, how will others learn the joy of giving?    It is for that reason that I want to share where I am in my own financial stewardship journey.   

First, I have been a tither for many years.   But tithing is only part of my story.  I used to write a check the first of the month—and SEND it in with all the other bills I paid.   It is only in the last few years that I started giving every week.  It is one of the 3 foundational principles of our church’s Venture in Faith:   Give proportionately; give of your first fruits; give weekly-- (not w-e-a-k-l-y, but w-e-e-k-l-y.)

Since getting more involved in Stewardship, I came across the Scripture from Deut 16:16.  “Do not appear before the Lord empty handed.”  As a result of that, I have expanded “Give weekly” to “Give each time your worship.”   That puts the offering in an entirely different framework.  

Like many of you, my husband and I sometimes attend more than one worship service a week.   This has been especially evident in the last couple of months.    At a recent 3 day National Stewardship Event, we had 3 or 4 worship services.    During Lent we attended worship services twice a week.   And then one Sunday last month, I was in worship 3 times in 1 day!!—our regular early worship in Ft. Dodge; then in Ames for an installation service/worship; and finally in Algona for the North Central Iowa Regional worship.    Making an offering at each time of worship made my pocketbook significantly lighter!!

Giving at each time of worship is an understanding that I came to only gradually.  About 30 years ago, a very dynamic pastor in our church said that one is not required to give when visiting another church.   One’s obligation is only to one’s own church.   And we DO have a responsibility to our own church.

But the Deuteronomy Scripture seems to hold out a higher Calling in giving.   “Do not appear before the Lord empty handed.”   That changes my primary response--NOT to my church, but to GOD as an act of worship.    That does not mean that I won’t honor my pledge commitment.  It simply means that I will give beyond my pledge commitment.

Any worship is incomplete without my response in giving, or symbolically putting my whole self into the offering plate.   As an act of worship, my offering strengthens my relationship with God.   It is similar to a sacrament, where God blesses and renews me in a very real way through the symbolic act.

Recently I wrote a letter to our congregation which accompanied the quarterly financial report.    One paragraph in that letter went like this.  “Have you ever wondered how we pass on the discipline of good financial stewardship to the next generation—our children, those new to the faith?  It may be by such a small act as not letting the offering plate go by without putting something into it.  Giving regularly is a good way of role modeling to “little eyes that are watching.” 

My financial stewardship journey currently tells me the focus is on worship and not on money.   Is that right?  Is it wrong?   I don’t know.   It’s probably not something to which everyone would subscribe.  It is just where I am right now.  And for me, it is moving me forward along my spiritual path—in my relationship with God.

