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Northminster Presbyterian Church – Ames
Love is a subject that is spoken of often in the Bible.   The word seems to have many meanings.  Some of the references are very well known; others are obscure and hard for me (clearly no Bible scholar) to understand.

When Carol and I were married at Reiman Gardens one beautiful September day, we chose a Bible passage for the ceremony that many celebrants choose.   It was Paul’s beautiful image of love in I Corinthians 13:4-8, “Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant or rude.  It does not insist on its own way; it si not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth.  It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.  Love never ends.”

Another favorite Bible passage on the subject of love—God’s love for us—is found in John 3:16.  “For God so loved the world that He gave His one and only son, that whoever believes in Him shall not perish but have eternal life.”   I understand that Martin Luther once said that this passage contained the whole Bible in a nutshell.  

Since becoming members at Northminster Presbyterian Church about 6 years ago we have experienced God’s love and the love of this congregation many times.   Earlier this year Carol’s mother’s long illness and death were followed very quickly by the unexpected death of my own mother.   Amid the grief over their deaths we were comforted by the many prayers and expressions of sympathy from the members of our Northminster Presbyterian Church family.  To me, Northminster Presbyterian Church means love—a place we fell the love of God and a place to experience the love of our fellow members.

