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Strange as this may sound-- but one of the high points of worship for me has become the time of the offering.   It is the time when I can physically respond to all of the blessings that I have received.  It has not always been that way.  Early in my faith journey I gave what I felt I could afford to give, after I had taken care of everything I needed or wanted. 

Needless to say, I found that most of the time there was little left over to offer to God.  I gave because I felt an obligation to support the church.  My offerings were my dues.  I did not do it begrudgingly, but I received no more joy or satisfaction in my giving than if I were paying my light bill.

I did increase my giving over the years, but my giving became a competitive thing.  I wanted to give more than the average of the members of the church, even though it might exceed that average only by a few dollars.

As I increased my giving, I became aware of a strange phenomenon.   Any increase had little effect on my ability to meet my other needs.  I found that I could still give more.  I became increasingly aware of my spending habits-- buying things on impulse, purchasing things that I really didn’t need, and falling for advertising gimmicks and trying to keep up with others.  I decided that if I could spend on the basis of these factors, I surely could at least match it with an equal contribution to God’s work.

My goal in giving became tithing, the giving of ten percent of my gross income.  Now tithing is the basis of my regular offering, but I give beyond my tithe as opportunities arise-- special offerings, special needs, and secular causes.  All are opportunities for me to share God’s financial blessings and experience the joy that comes with it.

