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First Presbyterian Church – Ft. Dodge

We became members of this congregation about the time the second fund drive for the Christian Life Center ($2+ million fundraising drive) was under way.   Around this time Pastor Dave gave a sermon about opening your heart to God and letting the Spirit into your life.  In the days and weeks that followed, I tried to become more aware of this Spirit around me and talked to God as I went about my day.   I began to listen and I could feel a certain guidance:  I would call it “a thought put into my head” or a feeling that I should do something or not do anything.  

One day while I was working, I left a bag of money in the break room at a plant—a LOT of money and it wasn’t mine but I was responsible.   As I drove away, this thought I heard said, “Idiot!  You left the bag!”  So I went back.   The bag was still there and as I picked it up, all I could say was “Thank God.”   And I meant it.  Something happened in that prayer.   I just knew God had helped me, and the Spirit was with me.    It was then that we began to give to the church.

Then one Sunday, two church members came to our door looking for pledges for the new Christian Life Center.   At that time, and I am not proud of this, we had about $25 in our checking account.    I didn’t want anything but to get the two church people out of my house without losing my $25.    But they had taken their time and effort to help with the drive and to ask, so we pledged what we could though we didn’t have much.

But we thought we could give more instead through our time and talents.   My wife joined the Christian Ed. Committee; we started teaching Sunday School; we volunteered with the church clean-up.   We chaperoned various activities, and things in our lives got better.   So we gave more, thanking God for our blessings.   When the time came to pay the pledge, the money was always there.   I don’t know how.  I wasn’t doing anything different.   

So I encourage you to listen and hear the thoughts, and act on them, letting the Spirit guide you also.   Whatever you give will be given back many more times over.
