BIBLICAL STEWARDSHIP PRINCIPLES

1. All you have belongs to God

2. Giving is a spiritual matter, a faith issue

3. Giving is a matter of choice, not law

4. Giving should be done regularly

5. Gifts withheld are, in effect, stolen from God

6. Giving is an expression of love and gratitude

7. A part of all you receive should be returned to God

8. The amount you give should be in proportion to what you receive

9. Earthly possessions are temporary

10. Giving involves your whole self, including all you have and all you accumulate in your lifetime

11. Giving puts you closer to God’s work through your church

12. God will give you rewards far in excess of what you give

Q:  WHY DOES THE CHURCH TALK SO MUCH ABOUT MONEY?

A:  Money was the theme or in some way entered into the majority of the sermons and addresses of Jesus.  One verse out of every six in Matthew, Mark, and Luke is on this subject.  At least twelve of Jesus’ thirty-eight parables deal with the right or wrong use of money.  It is a prime matter to the Christian what Christ would have us do personally in the handling of our funds.   Money is at the heart of our relationship with God.
Q:  WHAT PERCENTAGE OF MY INCOME SHOULD I GIVE TO THE CHURCH?

A:  What percentage of your income is God calling you to give?  The One who watched as the widow cast in her two mites, is also on hand today as his people bring their offering.   As we read this story in Mark 12 or Luke 21 we note that the woman received Jesus’ praise because she gave all that she had.   There is no other fitting response to the love of God in Christ than total surrender of all we are and all we have.    Would your offering today be a fit subject for the eye of your Lord who gave his all for you?
