“Our Gifts to God: A Little Means a Lot”  Mark 12:41-44  11/12/06


A pig and a chicken walking down the road saw a sign saying, “Church Ham and Egg Dinner.”  The chicken said, “Come on, Pig, let’s go in and help out.  We can each make a donation to this ham and eggs dinner.’  But the pig replied, “No way, Chicken.  You would only be making a donation, but I’d be making a total commitment!”


Christ’s call to commitment can scare us.  But today a poor widow reveals to us a response to God’s love with total commitment.


Widows in Bible times lived on the edges of society.  They were often at the mercy of others. This widow in Mark was unnamed, unimportant, and unnoticed by everyone but Jesus as she dropped her 2 coins in the treasury box. Jesus holds her up as an example of faith.


She could have said: “What difference does my puny penny make?” or “I don’t have a penny to spare. Let the well-to-do give.”  
We know all the excuses she could have used, because we often use them and end up with our coins still in our pockets.


But she held nothing back. Jesus said, “This poor widow has put in more than all those who are contributing to the treasury.  For all of them have contributed out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had, all she had to live on.”  ALL!

How will she live if she gives all she has? Mark’s gospel consistently sounds the same note embodied by the widow: Trust God! 


Jesus did not criticize those who gave “out of their abundance.”  But Jesus says true piety and true giving are measured, not by the size of the gift, but by the size of the heart. No gift is too small to God.  

The widow’s commitment points to the greater giving of God, who loves us beyond measure. As Jesus taught about the widow’s gift to God, the shadow of the cross falls over the scene. He would soon give his whole life to God and to us on the cross.

Do we?  A Christian said, “I have nothing but praise for God.”  Another one said, “Yes, I noticed that when the offering plate passed.”  


Do we give more than empty praise to God?  Study after study shows that the poor still lead the way in per cent of income giving.  
Who are the ones today who consistently give out of poverty?  Mission visitors in third world countries sometimes feel guilty when they visit people because their hosts kill livestock that was meant to feed them for a long time just to throw a feast for their honored guests. 

Perhaps the poor realize better than the smugly secure and self-sufficient that everyone is impoverished and dependent upon God.


Some worry that this means God wants everyone to be poor.  Nothing could be further from the truth!  God desires that all should be blessed by the abundance of creation.  But this widow’s witness is contrasted to the religious leaders whose Temple offering system no longer protected the poor, but took advantage of them, promoting the prominence of the religious leaders. The sound of the widow’s two coins hitting the bottom of the treasury box remind those who say they serve God then and now of their responsibility to share their resources in ways that will increase love and justice for all.   So our stewardship must go beyond percentages, bottom lines, net incomes versus adjusted gross incomes to the heart of the matter: Who do you trust?
Stewardship trusts that God will sufficiently provide for all our needs.  

Three Christians were discussing their stewardship styles.  #1: “I draw a circle on the ground, throw my money up in the air, and whatever lands in the circle I give to God.”  #2: “I draw a circle on the ground, throw my money up in the air, and whatever lands outside the circle I give to God.”  #3: “I throw my money in the air and figure God will take whatever God wants.  I keep whatever lands on the ground.”


We may feel we don’t have much to give, but if we put all that we have at Christ’s disposal, Jesus can do things with it and with us that are beyond our imagining.  God never asks for more than we have. 
God only asks for the little that is available: a little loaf, a couple of fishes, a penny.  God brings enough where not much was before.  


Fred Craddock: “We think giving our all to God is like taking a $1,000 bill, laying it on the table and saying, “Here’s my life, Lord.  I’m giving it all.”  But the reality for most of us is that God sends us to the bank and has us cash in $1,000 for quarters. We go through life putting out $.25 here and $.50 there. You listen to a neighbor’s trouble; go to a meeting; get a drink for an old man in a nursing home.  Usually giving our life to Christ isn’t glorious.  It’s done in all those little acts of love, $.25 at a time little by little over the long haul.”


I’ve yet to meet a Christian who, like this widow, gave his or her last penny to God.  But I know many who follow her example and respond to God’s abundant gifts with faithful sharing of their time, talents and treasure to be faithful to God and serve all God’s children. 
Were the whole realm of nature mine
 That were a present far too small  Love so amazing so divine  Demands my soul, my life, my all.
  
Don’t hold back!  Trust God with all you’ve got!  
Little things do mean a lot!
